L

TR RET 2023
\




[BX]

c 0 N T E N T S Table of Contents

02 IRA v t—Y

Message [rom the Town Mayor

03 £EETORE

History of Kin Town

04 7—Ah< b EXBERET

Touring Kin Town with Taamu-kun

08 <, EHOEN

Shining Tourism of Kin Town

12 KREABC. ERHAOFET

Kin> s Child Care for the Future

14 DB <. EROKE

Local Specialty of Kin

18 SREHES. 2hHK

Kin Town Prides its Abundant Water Source

20 RiTgEHns =R DEHEEE

Traditional Performing Arts Passed Down
Through Generations

97 BHEHNZEREDIA Y —

Inheriting Tradition, the Eisaa Dance of Kin Town

24 ERETOESE

History of Kin Town

926 SRETDED

Festivals of Kin Town

98 RK—YTHEDLS. EA,

To a Town Vibrant with Sports

30 £XH] topics!!

Latest Information on Kin Town

32 £HETA( 5 Z k MAP

Kin Town [lustrative Map

34 =RHET 5 5 REESFHE

Kin Town 5th Comprehensive Plan

48 5 D DEFREK

5 Administrative Districts

50 SRETORA

Famous Historical Figures

5] &EXfR

Statistics of Kin

EBEFVIFIV
YK QR I—F

Scan QR Code to View
Original Administrative
Guide Video



SR, MRS O P ILRICHLIE T 5
BT H RIRP U L7 T,

Kin is located in the center of Okinawa Island, an area with some of the most stable

weather in the prefecture.
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Kin shares a border with the village of Onna to the north, and along this line extend the mountains of
Tichu (177 meters), Butu (214 meters), Jafun (250 meters), Onna (363 meters), Yaka (202 meters),
and Ishikawa (208 meters). These in turn form bustling forests which block the strong winter winds.
Southeast (towards the Pacific Ocean) of these mountains span gently undulating hills and plateaus
which continue into coastal lowlands. In addition, seven small rivers whose sources lie in the
mountains to the north flow north-south towards the shoreline, forming valleys and adding variation
to the town’ s topography.

Location

SHAT

ARATOACIZ BT LRI B A B XD 2 FHICET Kin is bordered to the north by the village of Onna, to the northeast by
the village of Ginoza, and to the south by the city of Uruma. To the east

B LT HRANIARFRICE L TWE I £ 72 REHH Kin faces the Pacific Ocean. Kin is located 48 kilometers from the
A48km. ZHEA2kMDONBICH D AEHMICBITS prefectural capital of Naha and 28 kilometers from Nago. Kin serves as

a connecting point joining the northern portion of Okinawa island on its

jk%ﬂi@fﬁ bt EP%%Bi{ﬁfﬁ%%ﬁ%}%)ﬁ ERH>TVET, east side with the south-central region.

Climate

ARAT X A EERESRICB L. UE2E U CIEETHE Kin possesses a subtropical oceanic climate and is warm year-round,
with a mean annual temperature of 22.6 °C (mean temperature for the
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SF;‘:VJ RL(E = 226’:5 ((EP %% )_(Qgi =] ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁuwf 1979~2007 29 year period from 1979 to 2007 at the Okinawa Meteorological
55'3 FTO 2933[5'5!5] @E'Zi@{@) N ﬁ qz%%zﬂ%@%{& 131 )EJ D Observatory Kin Observation Post).The month with the lowest mean
- temperature is January at 16.3 °C, while the highest is July with 28.7°C.

163@\ Hgi% X7 H D 287’1;‘—(‘\@— o B%Fﬁ% IZDWTI, 'ﬁs Kin experiences a relatively high amount of rainfall, with a mean
SF‘y‘J B%Fﬁﬁ‘i 1.919mm ( |§J) b thﬁﬂ@g FNTnE —g— annual precipitation of 1,919 millimeters (same as above).
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Geology

ARETOTEIZ.FHEBEELROCHREZ/BAE & L-EHE The soil in Kin is largely comprised of Kunigami Merge, which is
derived from Kunigami gravels and slate. Shimajiri Merge, derived

=3 zﬁj(%ﬁﬁ %z IJj Lo ~§|§f¢{fsﬁ 12 %}*EU_‘(%{ % 4%—? from Ryukyu limestone, is distributed in some areas of Kin.
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On the Publication of this Handbook
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Mayor of Kin Town  Nakama Hajime

Kin Town is located on the east coast of the main island of Okinawa, with Ginoza Village to the northeast, Onna Village to the northwest, Uruma City to
the southwest and the magnificently scenic Kin Bay leading to the Pacific Ocean to the southeast. It is known as a town that pioneered overseas Okinawan
immigration. In addition, it is one of the prefecture's leading fountainheads, with natural springs in various places. Kin Ward and Namizato Ward are
known to have abundant groundwater, and natural spring water is used for agricultural purposes such as the cultivation of taimo. At the former reclaimed
site of the Gimbaru Training Grounds, the hot spring accommodation facility ASBOSTAY Hotel, KIN Sunrise Beach Seaside Park, and the newly
renovated Kin Village Indoor Sports Ground, all promote wellness and sports tourism in cooperation with sports and medical facilities. In the future, our
town is set to welcome the construction of a foreign capital hotel, further enhancing the town’ s destination as a tourist resort, leading to more regional
development. In order to make the charms of Kin Town known to a wider public, this handbook introduces a variety of information from traditional
performing arts, specialty products and gourmet food. We hope that many people will feel and get to know the charms of Kin Town through this
handbook. I would be very happy if you could visit Kin Town, experience its charms with your own five senses, and become a fan of our town. We ask for

your further guidance and encouragement.
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A rich natural environment ar eautiful countryside scenery. '
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Adjacent to Kin Bay facing the Pacific Ocean, the town of Kin has the gnoﬁwu standin, ery within the prefecture. In g ter source with
abundant natural groundwater, the Okukubi River that rl;ﬂs thmugﬂ town is one of the few places on Okinawa where mangrove urish and has been enlisted as

=%
one of the “100 Selected Wetlands of Japan.” This is the only river in Okin‘awla that has all four types of mangroves, including the Burma mangrove, Kandelia

obovate, Looproot mangrove and the White flowered black mangrove. These forests are home to various shells and crustaceans th: bit the muddy lowlands,
while the surrounding tidal flats are home to crustaceans, gobies, wild birds such as sandpipers and plovers. The brackish waters o e estuary i ited by
various species of fish such as mullets and horse mackerel, these all contribute to a vi ‘and diverse natural environment that re@ins to this day. N
| &

In Kin, the rich natural resources are utilized through programs where participants observe the mangrove forest and the surroun
h programs are frequented by high school students excursions as well as many touris m long “Okukubi
< > asy a & the natur '

delands on canoe and on foot. i

1ade” that stretches through the -
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KIN Sunrise Beach
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The largest beach in Okinawa prefecture that stretches 800 meters. The
park has a management building, toilet/shower, an observation deck '—........_!_
and pavilion, perfect for marine sport as well as barbecue. The

ocean’ s waters have high transparency and its location on the East

coast make it a perfect spot to view the sunrise.




Places to visit in Kin Town
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Kannonji Temple (town-designated cultural property)
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The Buddhist priest Nisshu Shonin is said to have founded this temple in the 16th
century. The temple was restored in 1942 and stands to this day as an
architectural example of prewar temples and shrines.
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Kin Limestone Cave
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Kin’ s limestone cave measures 270 meters in
length and is located 30 meters below ground.
It has numerous sacred sites worshipped since
ancient times as the founding place of the
dragon god religion. In 1988, the first ever
sake cellar in Japan was built inside this cave.
The temperature stays at 18 degrees Celsius
throughout the year. It is well-ventilated and
moderately humid, making it the perfect
environment for aging awamori. Currently,
over 13,000 bottles of awamori and tofuyo are
being aged in a corner of the cave.
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Driving inward towards the ocean from National Route 329, this seaside park is
maintained along the white sandy beach is equipped with a pavilion, shower, fitness
equipment and a promenade.
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Shinkaichi
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The once bustling entertainment district located across Camp Hansen where many

foreigners used to visit. It still remains one of Kin’ s busiest neighborhoods where
you can purchase “Taco Rice” the popular local soul food.

ASBOSTAYHOTEL
ASBOSTAY HOTEL
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A new hotel that opened in 2022 on a
former military training site. With natural
hot springs which is a rarity in Okinawa,
you can also delight in French cuisine made
with local produce.
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Kin Taamu Park Golf Course
T8k — NV EHT H/N—7
TV 735 RIEERE T HKEIC
TEAAR—=VIEDOTHRER
wWrREFODMELS L —

ITEHIENTELXYT,

A golf park with 18 holes where you can
enjoy the beautiful ocean scenery while
playing a sport accessible for everybody
including beginners.
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Enjoy Kin through tourist experiences
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The Nature Mirai Building
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Opened in 2008, this facility has lodging cottages and campsites,
and offers canoeing experience programs and rental bicycles that
take advantage of nature such as the mangrove forest that spreads
out at the mouth of the Okukubi River. In addition to cultural
experiences such as sandal art and Shisa coloring experience,

barbecue and camping equipment rentals are also available, so
one of the attractions is that you can easily go empty-handed.
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The beautiful ocean and abundant water source, rich greenery that brings you healing, and tradition passed on through generations. There are sceneries
and cultures that have been preserved for years that continue to amaze people in Kin. Why not enjoy Kin through these inspirational places and unique

tourist experiences?
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Fukurasyaya Shizentaikenjuku
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Interview
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Enjoy canoe tours of the mangrove forests in the Okukubi River estuary, as well as tours on water
buffalo carts. Okukubi River has various birdwatching and nature experience opportunities where
instructors knowledgeable on the surrounding natural environments will be your guide.
Participating in conservation efforts of the mangrove forest in addition to hosting tours, their
motto is to protect the vibrant natural resources of Kin while providing enjoyable activities for all
participants.
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Kin’ s Child Care
for the Future

The town of Kin has been promoting the development of a town that is
supportive of birthing and raising a child. Through various measures we
have implemented seamless support, and achieved the highest total

R EE’J*?&:L\? EE’\G)EE%B}S&E}J%&*3EH fertility rate in all of Japan.
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CHECK!

Seamless support policies lead to
L.HETHRBICHHTESLSBBELTVWET, a town suitable for raising a child

In order to develop a town where it is suitable to raise a
Lots of parks and childcare assistance facilities. child, Kin has implemented various measures such as
Supportlng our children’ s gl’OWth! subsidies for medical expenses, use of nursery schools,

assistance in school attendance and various consultation
At Kin’s local childcare support center “Poppo”, they hold individual consultations as well projects. The results can be seen in recent statistics
as child rearing workshops for guardians and pregnant mothers who reside in town. Also released by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare in
during daytime on weekdays the facility is easily accessible as it is open to everyone who 2020, where the total fertility rate (the average number of

wants to enjoy “parent-child bonding time.”
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Interview
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children a woman gives birth to in her lifetime) from 2013
to 2017 was 2.47, which is the highest in municipalities
nationwide.

In order to lessen the financial burden through policy,
since 2006 the town has been giving 100,000 yen to
guardians for every new born child as part of their
“childcare subsidy” , and a maximum of 360,000 yen per
year for those who require infertility treatment. As part of
child-rearing support policy, school lunches and school
bus commuter passes are free for children from the age of
5 until junior high school graduation, and medical
expenses are free for children under the age of 18.

Other notable measures include providing dental care
encouragement rewards for those who have no cavities at
the time of their 3-year-old and first grade elementary
school dental health checkups. On top of this the town
also provides educational assistance for students through
first to third year junior high school classes at no cost,
providing a supportive environment to raise a child from
birth to adulthood.
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Promoting the Kin Town through its local specialty Taro, also known as Taamu by the locals.
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Taamu Manju

Kinta/Cho-Raku

The Okinawan Taro Bun has a traditional
filling which will satisfy any palate.
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Taamu Cream Puff

Marmele

A crispy dough is filled with delicious
Taamu cream, giving you a mouthful of
gentle sweetness.
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Tarte

Richamocha Cafe

A small tart with two layers of Taamu
cream an milk-soaked Oreos. Crispy on
the outside and moist in the inside.
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Taamu Bun

Namisato Milukudo

The Taamu kneaded into the skin is soft
and chewy. The cream inside is not too
sweet, accenting the gentle taste of each
ingredients.

Interview
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Okinawan Taro Cheesecake
Kinta/Cho-Raku

This unique Okinawan Taro Cheesecake was
developed by a London trained Chef from
Okinawa.The goal was to create a unique
product which combines the rich flavor of
cheese and the subtle texture of Taro. This
delicious treat will complement any occasion.
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Taamu Shu

Marmele

Popular for its smooth taste, the Taamu
pudding uses high quality eggs and milk,
giving it a somewhat nostalgic taste.
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Muru Taamu

Richamocha Cafe

Milk-flavored shaved ice topped with
crushed boiled Taamu and Taamu cream,
Taamu Mochi and tapioca.
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Taamu Crepe

Namisato Milukudo

Using Hokkaido wheat as its shell, this
crepe using plenty of Taamu cream with
butter and milk is quite the treat.
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Abundant Water Boosts
Taamu Production

Cultivated in paddy fields, Taamu is a special
product that represents Kin. It was produced
in small quantities for personal use before the
war, but it gained popularity around 1970
when it was sold at the Koza market. Due to
its high profitability, the number of farmers
who put their efforts into cultivation
increased. By 1978, the amount of production
was said to have increased as much to match
the income of sugar cane. Along with this, a
Taamu Production Association was formed
and efforts were made to expand sales
chann nd production. Not to mention that
it is now an indispensable part of celebratory
feasts for Okinawans, it’ s still gaining
popularity with various processed products
being sold in Kin.
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pec1alty of Kin

Taamu is

cial pmduu umqm to Kin, a pl ace known

luck and a symbol of fertility and fumil_\«' prosperity.
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Kin Has Many More

Things To Be Proud of
More Specialty Products
from Kin Town!
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Mango

Apple Mangoes from Kin have a rich and melting
taste. The town has one of the highest numbers of
mango production both in quality and volume.
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Chi Iricha

Stir-fried pork blood is the soul food of Kin Town.
It is rich in nutrients such as protein, iron and zinc.
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Awamori “Matsufuji”

Founded in 1905. Awamori made with
Mikkakoji has a deep flavor and richness.
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Tofuyo
(Okinawan-style fermented tofu)
Aged in limestone caves, Tofuyo

has a deep rich and smooth flavor
similar to cheese.
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Pineapple

Pineapple with soft flesh and high sugar

content has a delicious taste that will captivate
children and adults alike.
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Awamori “Tatsu”

Multiple award winning awamori, Tatsu.

The unique aroma and mellow taste
makes it easy to drink.
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Okinawa’s Soul Food
Created by Kin
Taco rice

Taco rice is known by everyone as the soul food of
Okinawa, and Kin town is said to be its birthplace.
Recently, the dish appears on fashionable café
menus and has become well-known nationwide. It is
said to have all started when Mr. Gibo Matsuzo, the
owner of “Parlor Senri” , was trying to come up
with a way to serve a simple and cheap but fulfilling
dish to his patrons who were mostly young
American military soldiers.

Cheap, fast, delicious, and full of volume, it quickly
became popular throughout the island capturing the
hearts of not only the American soldiers but also the
people of Okinawa. “Parlor Senri” , which has been
loved by both locals and tourists for many years,
closed its doors in 2015 to many people’ s
disappointment.

Now each store has its own unique taste of taco meat
and sauce, and King Taco's taco burger and GATE
I's taco balls are also famous.

You have to try the variety of flavors and fulfilling
taste of the island soul food at its birthplace Kin
town.

Interview
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